204	ARABIA PETBJEA	[azraq,
would be a good thing. They were not to be at-
tached to the Arabs, and it was doubtful whether
the sudden incursion of a British unit under British
command would be welcomed. My point of view
was purely arithmetical. Each camel load given
to Buxton was a camel load taken from our own
flying column, and we wanted all we could get.
Relations between Lawrence and ourselves be-
came for the moment a trifle strained, and the sight
of the little man reading the cc Morte d'Arthur " in
a corner of the mess-tent with an impish smile on
his face was not consoling. But we had to play up,
as Buxton was already on his way from Beersheba,
and when his splendid army arrived at Akaba we
forgot all about our grievances. They had a most
successful action at Mudawwara on 8th August,
taking the station and inflicting over 150 casualties.
Stunt number two was, however, unfruitful, and
they padded silently back to Beersheba a few days
later, having no doubt given a useful object-lesson
to the Arabs, but having also used up a large number
of camel loads which were wanted for dumps for
the flying column.
Hardly had they disappeared when we got
another fearful shock. On the igth August Joyce
was told that General Allenby's move had been
put forward by two or three weeks, and that if
the great raid was to be of any use it must take
place not later than the i6th September. It may
be imagined what this would have meant even to
a properly constituted Q,. department, with a full
staff. What it meant to us was really beyond
description. We had already modified our original
plan to some extent, and had given up all that part
of the scheme which provided for a prolonged opera-

